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GIFT OF PRESERVE IN MIDDLEBURY 


A gift of land by Miss Elizabeth Wade 
White has created a new Nature Con- 
servancy preserve in Middlebury. The 17 
acre tract has been named the William 
and Mary Wood, in honor of William 
Henry and Mary Wade White. the parents 
of the donor. The family came to Mid- 
dlebury in 1913 as summer residents and 
later lived year round in the town. 

Miss White's present home is an historic 
(1780) farmhouse across the road from 
the new preserve. This is Artillery Road, 
renamed, Miss White reports, in honor of 
Revolutionary War activities which took 


place there. The locale. Breakneck Hill 


had farms as early as the 1650s 
established by settlers from nearby 
Waterbury. In June of 1781. the 


Marechal Comte de Rochambeau.with his 
force. camped overnight on the top of the 
hill in the course of his march from 
Newport. Rhode Island. to Yorktown. On 
the eastern slope of the hill, a little to the 
northwest of William and Mary Wood, is 


a stone and marble monument 


com- 


memorating Rochambeau’s  camp-site. 
The new preserve is typical of Connecticut 
countryside. The road frontage is old 
pasture, now filling with sapling maples, 
sumach, a few cedars and poplars and 
wild barberry and shrub roses. A lower 
pasture is still fairly open but becoming 
shrubby with a clump of large trees on a 
mound in the middle. 

There are two springs on the land, with 
marshy areas and small seasonal streams 
around them. It is already a sanctuary for 
song birds, pheasant, partridge and 
racoon, and occasional fox and deer. The 


old woodlot section has some very large 


tulip, hickory. maple and ash trees. 

In her letter conveying the land to The 
Conservancy. Miss White said, “...1 hope 
that the land may be used for educational 
purposes, such as a setting for nature 
study by children and young people under 
proper direction and guidance and that it 
may be a source of pleasure to any in- 
terested persons who are given permission 
to explore and enjoy it. always with the 
assurance that no harm will come to the 
land and its natural amenities from their 


presence on it. 
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Lowell D. Thomas, former administrator 


of Avon, samples the drinking-pure water 


flowing through the new Conservancy 
land in Avon, as Edward J. Doyle, Avon's 
First Selectman, looks on. 


Photo by Duffy 


“1 have great respect for your 
organization, and also for the current 
program of our local land conservation 
group. and it makes me happy to think 
that this parcel of land in this section of 
Middlebury may remain undisturbed in 
its natural state...” 


The Middlebury 


Association. Ine. will 


Land Conservation 
serve as the 
volunteer caretaker of William and Mary 
Wood. They perform the same service for 
The Conservancy's Juniper Hill Natural 
Area which is also in Middlebury. 


See pg. 4 for map & picture 


TNC Purchases Avon Land 


The Conservancy has purchased 29 acres 
in Avon as a pre-acquisition for the town. 
Although such action has been used in the 
past in cooperation with both the federal 
and state governments, this is the first 
time the advanced acquisition program 
has cooperated with a municipality. 

Advance acquisition is a technique The 


Conservancy has 


developed to help 


governmental agencies preserve open 
space. Very often. when such an agency 
decides on the purchase of a particular 
piece of property, the cumbersome process 
of getting the necessary funds ap- 
propriated has resulted in an escalation 
of the price paid or a loss of the land 
entirely due to the time element. When 
called upon in such cases, The Con- 
servancy, as a private organization, has 
been able to buy such land quickly, using 
lines of credit already established. The 
governmental agency files a letter of intent 
with T'NC, as proof that they mean to buy 


Continued on page 3 
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By Thomas A. Gaines 


Chairman, Conn. Chapter 


What drives the wheels of a voluntary 
The Nature Con- 
servancys Connecticut Chapter? Our 


deceptively simple goal of land _preser- 


organization — like 


vation requires sometimes complex land 
acquisition techniques, increasingly 
sophisticated preserve management, 
scientific assessments, creative legal and 
tax work and constant contact with the 
media. Here then is an adumbrative 
profile of a preserve — its birth, toddler, 
adolescent and mature stages. 

Preservation of land begins with the 
initiation of a project by chapter officials 
or through an inquiry by others. (There 
are usually over a dozen projects in 
various stages at any given time.) In 
addition to the chairman, investigation is 
pursued by Trustees William DeSousa, 


Richard Goodwin, Walker Johnson, 


Elmer Madsen, Garrett Nevius and 
others. An ecological apprasai is then 
made by members of our scientific 


committee headed by William Niering 
who is aided by Charles Clark, Frank 
Egler and others throughout the state. It is 
determined to be a desirable property 
based upon such criteria as habitat 
diversity, defensibility. insulation from 


urban encroachment. 


LAND HOLDING DECISIONS 


A decision is then made as to the best 
means of preserving the land—should it be 
held by The Nature Conservancy or 
conduited through TNC to a local land 
trust, university, municipal or state agency 
with a reverter to TNC if the land is used 
for other than passive purposes? A sale at 
market value or a “bargain sale” requires 
a determination of the money-raising 
capacity of the local project committee. If 
the property is offered as a wift, legal and 
tax questions arise. An outright land 
donation is the simplest but not 
necessarily the best route for the donor. 


Other ways are undivided partial interests. 


the giving of one segment at a time over a 
period of years, easements, life tenancy if 
improved property. Consultations with the 
donor are necessary. Russell Brenneman 
of Hartford, Ray Benedict and Haynes 
Johnson of Stamford and Dan Badger of 
Greenwich are some of the attorneys 
experienced in conservation matters who 
are called upon. 

The package is then recommended to the 
national staff in Arlington who approve it 
or return it with questions. Eventually, the 
project goes to the national board of 
governors. As soon as the deed for the new 
preserve is recorded at the local town hall. 
Philip Smith, for some years the chapter's 
volunteer tax expert, prepares an ap- 
plication for property tax exemption under 
Connecticut law. Publicity releases are 
then sent to 165 dailies, weeklies, 
magazines, radio and TV stations in 


and New York City. 


Photographs are enclosed to the 


Connecticut 


newspapers in the area of the acquisition. 
This usually triggers one or two inquiries 
and a follow up feature frequently results. 
Carolyn Gaines has been handling the 
chapter's public relations for four years. 
This 


quarterly newsletter, The Oak Leaf. 


now includes 


putting out our 


MANAGEMENT DUTIES 


With the ownership of land goes the 
concomitant responsibility of 
management. A caretaker committee is 
established consisting of local volunteers. 
These are members of land trusts and 
others who should prepare a management 
plan including final determination of the 
preserve's 


primary use—scientific. 


educational or esthetic. 


They grant 
permission for entry and usually guide 
people through; they post the land. in- 
spect it regularly for abuses such as fire- 
building, littering, dumping, cutting, ete., 
they keep an eye on_ possible zoning 
changes which may affect the preserve; 
they stay in touch with the state office 
advising of problems and prepare a report 
form which tells the chapter vice chairman 
of any ecological changes along with other 
information. 


"he project complete, our volunteers 
cannot rest. “Staff” activities must also be 
carried on. Garrett Nevius. the chapter's 


treasurer, pays our bills, prepares regular 


CHAPTER GATHERS 4’ 


Buttermilk Falls was the site; Buttermilk 
Falls was the topic at the spring meeting of 
the chapter on May 20. Chairman 
Thomas A. Gaines quickly disposed of the 
chapter's business matters and turned the 
meeting over to G. William De Sousa who 
was chairman when the Buttermilk Falls 
project formalized, in 1970, with the 
urging of Robert Tolles of Terryville. 


Mr. ‘Tolles is still the Falls 


chairman. He introduced the speaker, a 


project 


member of his committee and a fellow 
devotee of the falls, Horace R. Whittier of 
Bristol. 
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reports to the chapter trustees and an 
annual report for the national office. 
Secretary Barbara Hill sends out meeting 
notices, takes minutes, etc. Vice Chairman 
F. Walker Johnson with the help of 
volunteers Mrs. Dan Badger and Mrs. 


Lawrence putting 


Moore, has been 
together a loose leaf notebook with a one 
page summary of each project along with 


With 


projects in Connecticut. this has become a 


maps. over seventy completed 
necessity. Membership chairman Georgia 
Hundley tests various conservation lists in 


her continuing effort to expand TNC 


membership. In conjunction with the 


national office, she keeps our growing 
membership lists up to date. Long term 
undertakings are usually in the works. For 
example, the chapter is beginning a study 
which will produce a “master plan” for 
the state indicating various degrees of 
locality priorities. 
TRUSTEES AT WORK 

Chapter officers and trustees must keep 


abreast of 


state environmental 


developments, pursue fund raising 
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Tolles and Prj. Treas. E. Phillips Heath at the spring m 
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BUTTERMILK FALLS 


Mr. Whittier showed slides of the falls 
depicting their beauty through all the 
seasons. 
For those whom the rains kept from the 
Buttermilk Falls meeting, choose a sunny 
day soon to 

See It. 

You'll Like It. 
Then join the viewers as donors to 
complete the purchase of Buttermilk 

® Falls. Send your contributions to the 


Brookdale Road, 


chapter office, 151 
Stamford. 


i ef —*~' gare 2a 


ter, Trustee Elmer Madsen, Prj. Chairman Robert 
eting of the chapter at Buttermilk Falls. Terryville. 


campaigns with project committees, make 
speeches about The Nature Conservancy. 
attend conservation affairs. initiate special 


events to further TNC’s purpose. The 


trustees meet every two months: the 
executive committee gets tegether in 
between. and meetings of our 800 


members are organized twice a year. 


Trustee Dorothy Goodwin made. all 
arrangements for last fall's meeting. 
Because the regular trustees meeting 
usually addresses itself to urgent decision 
making, regional units of the trustees have 
been meeting to take up basic matters in 
more depth than is otherwise possible. 
They presently include preparation of 
@ guidelines for preserve management and a 
determination as to whether the ‘chapter 
should be expending its resources on only 
ecologically significant land or all open 
space. These groups are organized by 
trustees Robert Riedeman for northwest 
Garrett Nevius for the 
Hartford area, Richard Goodwin for 


southeast Connecticut and the chapter 


Connecticut. 


chairman for Fairfield County. 
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Surlington 
1. Present open space 
2. New TNC land, to be 
purchased by Avon (29 acres) 
3. Countryside park 


Avon Purchase 


Continued from page 1 

the land in turn, usually within a year. 
Avon already owns acreage both north 
and south of the new piece. which was 
scheduled to be developed for residences. 
Because the town felt it might lose this 
intervening area unless it was bought 
quickly, they turned to The Conservancy. 
Connecticut trustee Garrett W. Nevius 
met with the Avon Town Manager Lowell 
Thomas who pointed out the importance 
of the added land in providing virtually 
complete control over the waterway 
running through all the tracts. Thus the 
new land aids in preserving the 
remarkably pristine nature of the brook 
and the integrity of the swimming and 
fishing reservoirs it feeds in the town park 
to the south. 

In keeping with Conservancy policy as 
stated in the reverter clause in the area’s 
deed, Avon will use its new land for 
passive recreation only. 

The town plans to add trails to The 
Conservancy acreage (formerly owned by 
the Musumano Construction Company) 


for easier access to the brook. 


Note October 20-21 


The national meeting of The Conservancy 
will be held on October 20-21 at Mohonk 
Mountain House near New Paltz. New 
York. The locale is conveniently close by 


for Connecticut members. 


GLASTONBURY RECORDS 


When the Glastonbury Subchapter turned 
over Cotton Hollow preserve to the town 
in 1964, they retained supervision of the 
area. 

Recently, they submitted a written report 
of the work the TNCers do in carrying out 
this job, which includes weekly walks, 
gathering up litter. 

The volunteers of the Preserve Patrol 
include the Glastonbury President, H. 
William Reed and Henry Beers, Richard 
S. Buck, Mr. and Mrs. William C. Haggis, 
Richard Huttinger, Dr. J. Bard MecNalty. 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman:B. Newton, Robert 
Ordway. Ross C. Powell, Jr., L. Michael 
Edward A. Richardson, Dr. 
Nelson R. Scull. Joseph Stannard, Mr. 
and Mrs. Peter Stern, Dr. J. G. Tschinkel. 
and Dr. Robert P. 


Raring. 


Dana Waring 


Waterman. 


INC WANTS YOU 


The burgeoning affairs of the Connecticut 
Chapter mean more desk work. Therefore 
a cry for help goes out to all willing and 
able orbit of the 


Stamford office. One half day is all you 


volunteers in the 


need pledge. even more is even better. 


Please step forward—322-9148. 
The Nature Conservancy 


National Office: 
1800 North Kent St. 
Arlington, Va. 22209 


Conn. Chapter Office: 
151 Brookdale Rd. 
Stamford, Conn. 06903 
Telephone: 322-9148 


Trustees: 

Thomas A. Gaines, Chmn. 
F. Walker Johnson V.Chmn. 
Barbara Hill, Sec. 
Garrett Nevius, Treas. 
Charles A. Clark 

G. William De Sousa 
Richard Goodwin 

Dorothy Goodwin 

Robert Kunz 

Elmer Madsen 

Robert Riedeman 

Dana Waring 

Oak Leaf Editor: 

Carolyn L. Gaines 
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PLYMOUTH PAID UP 


Mrs. Lawrence M. Stanton has completed 
the purchase of Plymouth Woods _ in 
Litchfield County. The 26 acre preserve 
was created in 1968 with TNC loan funds. 
The donor, Mrs. Stanton, made her 
original contribution then and added to it 
yearly. Title is vested in the Plymouth 
Land Trust. Inc., with a reverter clause to 


The Conservancy. 
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A Junior Beckley Bog Committee is doing 


‘ trail work under the direction of Miss 
a aed 


Anne Hoover. Participating teen-agers are 


OIL TROUBLES WATERS Mrs. Russell Brown and son Douglas, 12. David Hideto ih’: Bavaw: eee 


mereggo thee: soaker fotgexamination, of oll Byrne, Beatrice Denny. Anne Quinian 


A il spi th 21 at Niantic spill damage i attagans Marsh, , an 
: Phe great oil spill of March 21 at Niantic : age in Pattagansett Marsh and {Guy Wihtheste:. They. iher (a 
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caused special concern to The Con complete a walking trail around the pond 
servancy because of its possible effect on 


in this, the Frederick C. Walcott Preserve 


in Norfolk. 


the 65 acre Pattagansett Marshes, in East 
Lyme. 
Though easy to smell, the oil was difficult 


to see, especially in the stormy weather of 


the following days. Equally stormy were 


the jurisdictional disputes about who 
should do what—the state environmental 
agency, or the national, or the Coast WILLIAM AND May Pas 


Guard. 


Twelve-year old Douglas Brown, son of 


Mrs. Russell Brown of the caretaker 
committee, went to work right away and 
piled salt hay on the beach in an effective 
method of stopping incoming oil. ~ 
A scientific base line study by Dr. John Me 63 oy 
Blake is now underway to provide data on 


the composition of the marshes’ water, MIDDLEBURY 


bottom, vegetation, wildlife and possible « sia. 
William and Mary Wood in Middlebury, showing location and picturing the donor, Miss 
Elizabeth White. 


The Nature Conservancy, 151 Brookdale Rd. Presence me 
Stamford, Connecticut 06903 F 
Membership Classes i 
Please accept my gift of $ 


.___._ Please enroll me as a member of The 
Nature Conservancy. | enclose $ ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS: 
Patron* $1000 Contributing $25 
Name Sponsor* $500 Family $15 


Guarantor $100 Subscribing $10 
Address Supporting $50 Junior (18) $5 


septic pollution. It should also shed 


knowledge on oil spill damage. 


Contributions are tax-deductible. Please LIFE MEMBERSHIP — $300 
make checks payable to The Nature Conservancy. * (Includes Life Membership) 


